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The number of MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conventions & Exhibitions) events held in various 
venues in Macao totalled 397 in the first quarter of 2010, up by 4% year-on-year, attributable to an 
increase in the number of meetings & conferences held (+22). The average duration of MICE events 
increased from 2.0 days in the first quarter of 2009 to 2.3 days; however, marked decrease in the number 
of exhibitions caused the total number of participants and attendees to fall substantially by 39% 
year-on-year to 92,737. 

1. Principal Statistics on MICE Events by Type 

Q1 2009 r Q1 2010 Q1 2009 r Q1 2010 Q1 2009 r Q1 2010

Total 381 397 151 744 92 737 2.04 2.31
Meeting 365 387 35 826 36 692 1.96 2.28

Government Meeting 42 45 3 478 2 519 1.33 1.22

Association Meeting 92 94 10 061 8 585 1.47 1.36

Corporate Meeting 181 184 14 594 15 464 2.19 2.66

Conference 25 25 3 986 5 285 2.28 4.44

Incentive Meeting/Travel & Others 25 39 3 707 4 839 2.84 2.54

 Exhibition/Expo 16 10 115 918 56 045 3.88 3.60

 r Revised figures

No. of Events No. of Participants Average Duration (day)
Type

 
 
A total of 10 exhibitions were held in the first quarter of 2010, down by 6 year-on-year, with the 

average duration dropping by 0.3 day to 3.6 days and the number of attendees decreasing notably by 52% 
to 56,045. Meanwhile, number of meetings & conferences rose by 22 year-on-year to 387; the average 
duration stood at 2.3 days, up by 0.3 day, and the number of participants increased by 2% to 36,692. 

 
As regards subject of MICE events, the majority focused on Commerce, Trade & Management 

(153), Travel & Tourism (47) and Banking & Finance (40), up by 49%, 57% and 48% respectively 
year-on-year. Analyzed by type, most of the events were Corporate Meetings (184), Association Meetings 
(94) and Government Meetings (45). 
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There were 257 MICE events held in hotels, up by 29 year-on-year, with 249 meetings & 

conferences and 8 exhibitions. The average duration rose from 2.5 days in the first quarter of 2009 to 2.9 
days, drawing a total of 75,816 participants and attendees, of which 50,845 (67% of total) were attendees 
to the 8 exhibitions. 

 
Meanwhile, 140 MICE events were held in convention & exhibition centres and other conference 

venues, down by 13 year-on-year, consisting of 138 meetings & conferences and 2 exhibitions. The 
average duration decreased from 1.4 days in the first quarter of 2009 to 1.2 days, bringing in a total of 
16,921 participants and attendees. 
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Chart 2. MICE Events by Type 

Chart 1. MICE Events by Subject 
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Methodology 
 

Coverage of the quarterly MICE statistics comprises about 50 three-star to five-star hotels, major 
convention & exhibition centres and other conference venues. For data collection, respondents could 
return the completed questionnaire to the visiting enumerators, or download the questionnaires from 
“Survey Corner” of the Statistics and Census Service website and upload the respective form upon 
completion. 

 
 

Glossary 
 
Government Meeting: An event at which attendees are civil servants, government officials or service 

providers to governmental entities. 
 
Association Meeting: An event initiated by an association. 
 
Corporate Meeting: Gathering of employees or representatives of a commercial organisation. Usually, 

attendance is required and travel, room and most meal expenses are paid for by the 
organisation. 

 
Conference: An event used by any organisation to meet and exchange views, convey a message, open a 

debate or give publicity to some area of opinion on a specific issue. No tradition, continuity 
or periodicity is required to convene a conference. Although not generally limited in time, 
conferences are usually of short duration with specific objectives. 

 
Incentive Meeting/Travel: A management tool that uses an exceptional travel experience to motivate 

and/or recognise participants for increased levels of performance in support 
of other organizational tools.  

 
Exhibition/Expo:  1) Display of products or promotional material for the purposes of public relations, 

sales and/or marketing; 2) An event at which products and services are displayed. The 
primary activity of attendees is visiting exhibits on the show floor. These events focus 
primarily on business-to-business (B2B) relationship. 
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